Teen Builds Electric
Pickup
1. What Do You Think Now? Do you think large automakers will lead the way in building cars that are environmentally friendly? How do you think the automakers would respond to this question?

2. Making Inferences: Andrew has made many sacrifices to build his electric truck. What can you infer about Andrew’s character?

3. Asking Questions: What questions did you ask as you read the selection? Were the questions literal, inferential, or evaluative? How did you find answers to your questions?

4. Finding the Main Idea: What is the main idea in the radio report? What is the main idea in the short sidebar? How are those ideas connected?

5. Critical Literacy: How do you think various audiences would respond to this radio report? For example, who might find it inspiring? Who would not? Why?

6. Media Literacy: If you were going to create a TV commercial for Andrew’s electric truck or Biju’s car kit, what features would you want to focus on? What features might you downplay or avoid? What celebrity would you ask to endorse the truck or kit?

7. Metacognition: How did your prior knowledge help you make inferences as you read the text? Explain.
8. Student Self-Assessment
Encourage students to think back to their learning with “Lightning Rod” and “Teen Builds Electric Pickup” and reflect on their ability to make inferences and ask questions as reading strategies. They are to write a brief synopsis of how they might use these strategies when reading in other subjects.
